
bible study

Observe  

What does John 4:4–26 say? 
 

Discussion focus 

Focus upon what the text says. Questions explore basic facts in the passage. 

Tools 

Use in preparation for the Bible study or as activities during the Bible study.  

1. Paraphrase 
Reword one or more of the verses in your own words. This helps us to explore the 
importance of the words used in the passage and where we lack understanding. 

Questions and Answers 
Write down any questions we have about the passage.  A simple approach is to ask: 
Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? Then do our best to answer the questions. 

Key Words 
Identify the words or phrases that are crucial to the text. This clarifies the core idea. 

Lists 
Compile any lists that organize and connect the information in the text. This can help 
simplify and clarify important key points. 

Select an opening question 

All group members are encouraged to contribute and to ask questions. 

1. What does the text say? 

2. What stood out to you most in the passage? 

3. What struck you in a new way in this familiar passage? 

4.  
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bible study

Interpret  

What does the text mean? 
 

Discussion focus 

Focus upon discovering the meaning of the text set in the right context. Questions 
challenge each person to deepen their understanding. Ask, ‘what is God teaching me 
through this text?’ 

Tools 

Use in preparation for the Bible study or as activities during the Bible study. They help 
us put the passage in context, make important connections, and generally deepen 
your understanding. 

1. Cross reference  
Use the related passages listed here. Alternatively, consult your Bible’s footnotes, a 
study Bible or a concordance.  

2. External insights 
Consult a Bible commentary for more explanation and analysis.   

Select an opening question 

All group members are encouraged to contribute and to ask questions. 

1. How would you sum up the meaning of this passage? 

2. What do you feel God is teaching you through the passage? 

3. What is the most meaningful thing you read? 

Apply  

How does the meaning of the passage apply to life? 
 

Discussion focus 

Focus on identifying the personal implication of the text. Questions challenge each of 
us to apply our learning to daily life.  

Select an opening question 

All group members are encouraged to contribute and to ask questions. 

1. What does the passage suggest is a way to become more like Christ? 

2. What is your next step to becoming more Christlike? 

3. How is God prompting you to respond? 

 

 

 
 


