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weekend message

Message available on the WillowCreek.TV
Jesus spent time talking with a Samaritan
woman at a well. A decision that shocked His
disciples—for at least three reasons! Why did
Jesus create a space in which to lovingly
interact with her? The gospels repeatedly
record Jesus placing Himself amongst

Reconnect
Come together using a safe and inclusive
question
§

How do you prefer to experience hospitality?
How do you show hospitality?

§

Where is your favorite place to go that isn’t
home or work? Why?

§

Which food flavor do you prefer—
sweet, salty, sour, bitter or umami?

everyday people. What would it look like for
us to break down barriers so that we can
share the good news with our neighbors?

Note to Group Leaders
This discussion guide is designed to meet the needs of many different groups. As you
prepare, please choose the sections and questions that are most helpful for your
group.

Opening Prayer
Lord, we pause to be still and remember that we are in Your presence. You are the
source of eternal life. We rejoice in Your generosity and grace. We bring our thanks for
offering salvation to all people. Please forgive us for the times we keep this good news
to ourselves. During this time, please help us to discover new spaces where we can be
present and represent You. Amen.

Would You Like to Review the Message?
Use the questions.
1. What stood out to you most in this week’s message?
2. What was the most meaningful thing that you heard in the message? Why?
3. What questions are still lingering?

Which Discussion Questions Will Help You?
Reflect on John 4:4–26 and the message by choosing helpful questions.
Through Samaria
Going to uncomfortable places
»

Barriers can be cultural, economic, ethnic, political and social. Is there a barrier
that separates you from other people? What is the root cause of that barrier?

»

Imagine yourself in the place of the disciples. How would you respond to Jesus’
plan to go through Samaria? Why?

Comfort vs. Kingdom
Wrestling with God’s priorities
»

What message is Jesus communicating by showing up in the life of the Samaritan
woman? In what specific ways does He demonstrate that message?

Commissioned out
Moving to meet the needs of the world
»

What were the needs of the Samaritan woman? Initially she is resistant to Jesus.
Why do you think she is resistant?

»

How easy is it to represent Jesus outside the church building? What thoughts
and actions enable us to follow Jesus’ example in this passage?

Living water
Quenching our deepest thirst
»

What does Jesus mean when He says “living water”?

»

How has that living water impacted your life? How would you explain and
demonstrate that to someone who isn’t a follower of Jesus?
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Would You Like to Dig Deeper?
Read the passage again and then discuss the questions.
What does the text say?
What is God teaching you through this passage?
How is God prompting you to respond?

How Will You Use What You Have Learned?
Choose one of the suggestions or come up with your own.
Through Samaria
Going to uncomfortable places
»

What can I do to cross the barriers that separate me from other people?
Remember, barriers can be cultural, economic, ethnic, political and social.

Comfort vs. Kingdom
Wrestling with God’s priorities
»

How can I prepare myself so that I choose to share hope rather be offended or
become defensive?

Commissioned out
Moving to meet the needs of the world
»

What practical step does or will help me to represent Jesus outside the church
building? What practical action makes me present in my neighborhood?

Living water
Quenching our deepest thirst
»

Am I prepared to risk my witness, reputation, and social standing in order to be
a witness to those in need?

»

Am I prepared to boldly and lovingly share Jesus?

Closing Prayer
Father, Jesus is a gift from You to all humanity. Jesus, You offer living water.
Everyone who drinks from the water You offer will never be thirsty again. It becomes
in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life. Holy Spirit, please help us to
change and grow so that we are better able to represent You in new and different
places. Amen.
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