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Message available on the WillowCreek.TV
The Bible makes no mention of “small
groups”. But it does speak about Biblical

Reconnect

community and relationships. We begin by

Come together using a safe and inclusive
question

remembering God exists in relationship and

§

What is your favorite drink?

community. Therefore, it’s no surprise He

§

Who was your best school teacher? Why?

§

When have you felt most awkward or
uncomfortable in a social situation?

created us for community. What’s more, He
created us on purpose and with a purpose.
And so, together we are the body of Christ,
representing Him in our communities.

Note to Group Leaders
This discussion guide is designed to meet the needs of many different groups. As you
prepare, please choose the sections and questions that are most helpful for your
group.

Opening Prayer
Lord, we pause to be still and remember that we are in Your presence. You are the
Triune God—three in one, living in community. We rejoice because we are made in
Your image. We bring our thanks for placing us amongst other people and offering us
community. Please forgive us for the times we are preoccupied with comfortable
relationships. Amen.

Group Activity: +3
Think back to the TED Talk Megan shared with us.
A teacher intentionally chose to grade a student’s paper with ‘+3’ rather than ‘–97.’
1. Why do you think the teacher made that choice?
2. In what ways is the teacher’s choice relevant to our small group?
3. As we grow in our relationships with one another, let’s choose to look for and
encourage the good in one another. Today, we can do that before we begin exploring
the Bible passage. Describe specific ways you see other people in our group being like
Jesus.

Which Discussion Questions Will Help You?
Reflect on Genesis 1:26–31 and the message by choosing helpful
questions.
The Trinity
God exists in community
»

What do you learn about community as you reflect on the Trinity?

»

How does this influence your opinion about the importance of community?

Created for Community
God purposely created humans to be in community—not to be alone
»

We’re created in God’s image. How does that impact your self-image?

»

Does that impact why and how you intentionally invest in relationships?

Created on Purpose
God described the creation of humankind as very good
»

How easy is it for you to find the good—the Christlikeness— in other people?

»

What is the next step to seeing even your enemy the way God sees them?

Created on Purpose with a Purpose
Look for and find the good
»

Do you believe you have a God-given purpose? Can you explain your thinking?

»

Encourage one another that each person in our group has God-given value and
purpose.

weekend message

Would You Like to Dig Deeper?
Read the passage again and then discuss the questions.
What does the text say?
What is God teaching you through this passage?
How is God prompting you to respond?

How Will You Use What You Have Learned?
Choose one of the suggestions or come up with your own.
Created for Community
God purposely created humans to be in community—not to be alone
»

What step would deepen my relationships and create more authentic
community?

Created on Purpose
God described the creation of humankind as very good
»

Do I believe I have a God-given purpose? Why?

»

Can I create a sentence that begins to capture my sense of purpose?

Created on Purpose with a Purpose
Look for and find the good
»

Describe specific ways you see other people being like Jesus. What practical
step will help me look for and find the good in other people?

Closing Prayer
Father, You created humankind in Your image, in Your likeness. Jesus, You modeled
for us how we are to live. Holy Spirit, please help us to live in community and with a
purpose. Amen.
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